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EARLY HISTORY OF THE PIDCOCK FAMILY 

1702 MARKER ON JOHN PIDCOCK HOUSE 

The progenitor of the Pidcock line 
in America was John Pidcock, a 
Scotch-Irish immigrant. Sometime 
prior to 1684, he settled in 
Winnahawcawchunk (or Neely’s 
Mill), two miles south of New 
Hope in Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania. He took squatter’s 
possession of 502 acres, which he 
improved by building a grist mill 
for grinding, as well as 
establishing a trading post with the 
Indians. 
 

The next recorded Pidcock was Johnathan Pidcock. After the death of his father, he 
moved to Lambertville, New Jersey, where he built a store and a grist mill. He owned a 
number of Durham boats, on which he and his sons, Emmanuel and Charles, ran cargoes 
of flour and produce down the Delaware River, returning with store merchandise. When 
the American Revolutionary War broke out, he and his three eldest sons, Emmanuel, 
Charles, and Philip, enlisted in the Third Regiment of the Hunterdon County Militia of 
New Jersey. 

During the Revolutionary War General George Washington climbed to the top of Goat 
Hill which overlooked the area where Pidcock Creek ran into the Delaware River. 
General Washington decided that Pidcock Creek would be the ideal place to rendezvous 
his Durham boats prior to his crossing of the Delaware. Each year this piece of history is 
re-enacted at Washington Crossing Park. Both Johnathan Pidcock’s and his Indian wife 
Ankey’s graves are located in this area on Bowman’s Hill. 

Another bit of Pidcock history concerning Washington’s crossing of the Delaware is tied 
into the family of Mrs. Harrie Gray Pidcock, the second wife of J. N. Pidcock, Sr. Mrs. 
Pidcock’s great-great-grandfather General Daniel Bray of Kingwood, Hunterdon County, 
New Jersey procured the Durham boats for this historic event. 

The first Pidcock to become involved in railroads was James Nelson Pidcock, Sr. He was 
born in Hunterdon County, New Jersey on February 8,1836. As well as forming several 



rail lines, he is the ancestor of the Pidcocks in Georgia. He attended public school until 
the age of thirteen, when he joined an engineering corps and worked as a civil engineer in 
Mississippi for the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. Returning to New Jersey in 1857, he 
became engaged in farming and livestock, eventually being elected to the New Jersey 
Senate as a Democrat in 1877 and 1880. He then was elected to the United States House 
of Representatives from the Fourth District of New Jersey in 1884 and served two terms 
before retiring in 1888. He then moved back into private business, building the 
Rockaway Valley Railroad in New Jersey and the Georgia Northern Railway in 
southwest Georgia. 

 
ROCKAWAY BOND 

 



THE PIDCOCK FAMILY AND RAILROADS 
The Rockaway Valley Railroad or "Rock-a-Bye-Baby” 
During the 1850’s peach growers in north 
central New Jersey greatly benefitted from the 
construction of the Central Railroad of New 
Jersey, which opened to them the markets of 
Newark and New York. One of the peach 
growers who greatly benefitted was James 
Nelson Pidcock, Sr., who owned huge orchards 
in the area around Whitehouse. By the 1880’s 
he, along with William Sutton and other peach 
growers, became interested in building a railroad 
from Whitehouse to Morristown to serve their 
orchards as well as the surrounding area. The 
result was the Rockaway Valley Railroad. 
The railroad was chartered on March 29,1888 
with $60,000 in stock to build to New 
Germantown.  Pidcock was the largest investor, 
subscribing $10,000, followed by Sutton, who 
subscribed $5,000.   

James Nelson Pidcock, Sr. 

The rest of the money was raised from other orchard owners and the surrounding 
communities.  Pidcock became the first president of the line, Sutton the vice-president. 
The railroad was built by John E. V. Melick, who was an unfortunate choice, lacking 
experience and expertise in railroad construction. His only other attempt, the Whippany 
River Railroad, proved a disaster. Within three years, the owners had to relocate the 
whole line because of shoddy construction. The Rockaway Valley Railroad also suffered 
from Melick’s incompetence. 

The first stakes for grading were driven into the ground on May 17, 1888. All of the work 
preparing the roadbed was done by Italian immigrants. The first locomotive purchased by 
the railroad was an old 4-4-0 named “P. W. Melick” after the builder’s father. It was put 
to work laying rails to Germantown. The rails used were a very light 56 pounds and the 
crossties were spaced thirty-six inches apart, instead of the usual nineteen inches. 
Through these cost-cutting measures, Melick was able to save about $15,000 per mile, 
but doomed the railroad from the start. The line was completed in time to haul some 
peaches that summer. Gross revenues for 1888 were $992.46. 
 
On May 3, 1889, the Rockaway Valley Extension Railroad was incorporated to build four 
miles to Pottersville. Of the $70,000 in new stock, Pidcock subscribed $10,000. Later that 
same year, on October 12, the Rockaway Valley Peapack Extension Railroad was 
incorporated. Again Pidcock was one of the largest subscribers. 

The peach crop of 1889 was disappointing, with only 80,000 baskets shipped. The 
following year the peach crop was virtually a complete loss, comprising only 102 
baskets. These failures heralded financial trouble for the railroad. On January 10, 1890 



the two extension lines were incorporated into the Rockaway Valley Railroad. J. N. 
Pidcock, Sr. became president of the merged lines. 

Two more extension lines were incorporated before the railroad was completed to 
Watnong on July 31,1892. Pidcock was one of the largest subscribers in both lines. The 
Rockaway Valley, however, remained in a shaky financial situation. 

The peach crop failure of 1890 had left the line so short of money that it was not able to 
pay interest on its bonds. The whole line was threatened with bankruptcy. In order to 
meet the emergency, Pidcock helped establish the Rockaway Valley Construction and 
Manufacturing Company, which leased the railroad for ten years. With the stock raised 
by this company the railroad was able to meet its debts. For three years the construction 
company operated the railroad with a profit. 

Trouble developed in August, 1893, when James 
N. Pidcock, Jr. and his brother John F. Pidcock 
sued the construction company for $36,700.87. 
The claim went unpaid, so the construction 
company went into receivership. The Rockaway 
Valley Railroad was sold at foreclosure on July 
15, 1895 to the two brothers for $30,000. The 
owners of the $200,000 in bonds received 10 
cents on the dollar. J. N. Pidcock, Sr. remained 
president of the line with John, vice-president, and 
James, Jr., secretary-treasurer. Charles W. 
Pidcock became a director along with his father 
and two brothers. 
Eighteen hundred ninety-six was a bad year for 
the railroad. A flood damaged part of the track, 
forcing expensive repairs. The peach crop also 
was disappointing. James Nelson Pidcock, JR. 
The following year, however, saw a record number of peaches shipped on the line. Over 
400,000 baskets were sent to Boston and New York markets. This good year, however, 
was unable to offset all the bad years. By 1899, plans were made to sell the railroad. J. N. 
Pidcock was having financial difficulties caused by the thousands of dollars the 
Rockaway Valley had cost him. He eventually filed for personal bankruptcy. The railroad 
was sold to three brothers: Charles D., David S., and E. T. Haines of New York City. 

After the sale, the Rockaway Valley Railroad continued its slow decline. The final blow 
came with the arrival of the San Jose Scale, which killed the peach trees. Since careful 
spraying was too expensive, by 1904 peach growing in New Jersey was a thing of the 
past. In 1904, the Rockaway Valley was consolidated into the New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania Railroad. By 1913, the railroad had ceased to operate. Numerous efforts 
over the next four years were made to revive the line, but they all came to naught. The 
Rockaway Valley Railroad passed into history, becoming only a memory. 

The Georgia Northern Railway 
“The thing that happened to change all things in Colquitt County was the shriek of a 
locomotive’s whistle, sounding at the county-site on February 26, 1893. On that date, C. 



W. Pidcock drove the first train into Moultrie. This event has been the most important 
thing that has happened to the Colquitt territory since the Indians, under Jackson’s iron 
pressure, gave away twenty counties to Georgia. 
The Georgia Northern Railway Co. and its owners have logically participated in the 
general prosperity of the community, a prosperity which has resulted largely from the 
courageous foresight of the members of the Pidcock family. Of course, the Georgia 
Northern Railway Co. and the owners have stressed the transportation business, but they 
have known always that their business not only tends to build up basic industries but is 
itself built up and supported by such industries; so that they have always accepted 
suggestions of their Colquitt County neighbors and customers that they contribute of 
their money and leadership to community enterprises of a worthy nature. 
Moultrie had its first growth as soon as the Georgia Northern reached Moultrie. The 
town at that time had a population of 150. In 1900, it had 2,400. In 1920, the population 
of the City of Moultrie was a little less than 7,000. At the present date (February 20, 
1937) the population of the City, including its suburbs, is the rise of 14,000 souls.”  
Such is the connection of the Pidcock family with the Georgia Northern Railway and its 
importance to the area it served. Neither the family nor the area escaped the effects of the 
railroad. 

The founder of the Georgia Northern Railway was James Nelson Pidcock, Sr. of New 
Jersey. He became interested in Georgia through his son, Charles Wilcox Pidcock, Sr., 
who had moved there in the 1880’s. In 1892, J. N. Pidcock travelled south to visit his son 
as well as examine business opportunities. He was so impressed with the southern timber 
industry that he resolved to acquire some land in southwest Georgia. Returning from his 
trip, he looked up an old acquaintance, a congressman from Brooks County, Georgia, 
who he had met in Congress. The story goes that they worked out a swap of some 
tenement houses in New Jersey for some timber land, near what later became the city of 
Pidcock, Georgia. His permanent residence, however, remained in New Jersey. 

After clearing the timber from his land, J. N. Pidcock and his son, C. W. Pidcock, 
decided to build a common carrier railroad, using the tram road they already owned as the 
base. The nucleus of the new line would be from Pidcock to Hollis, twelve miles to the 
north. As president of the Rockaway Valley Railroad in New Jersey, J. N. Pidcock knew 
the importance of railroads to the development of an area. 



While organizing the line they learned that a group of 
citizens in Boston, Georgia had acquired a charter for the 
Boston and Albany Railroad (B. & A.) and were about to 
begin building toward Hollis. This venture proved short-
lived; the construction never started. The B. & A. soon went 
into receivership. 

In late 1892, J. N. Pidcock asked his other sons to join him 
in Georgia. J. N. Pidcock, Jr. and John Faulks Pidcock came 
at this time, later to be joined by their younger brother. 
Prank Ramsey Pidcock, Sr. They were able to raise enough 
capital to begin building north from Hollis. The first 
community “the Georgia Northern Railway” reached was 
McDonald (now Pavo), located on the Thomas-Brooks 
County line.  

John Faulks Pidcock 

On February 26, 1893, the first train entered Moultrie, with C. W.  Pidcock, Sr. at the 
throttle and E. N. Phelps the conductor. 

It is believed that he drove Engine #4 
into Moultrie, the same engine that 
came from the Rockaway Valley in 
New Jersey. It had originally been 
bought by the Rockaway to haul coal 
up the heavy grades.  Unfortunately, it 
caused nothing but trouble once it 
arrived because of .the poor track 
construction. When it was transferred 
to the Georgia Northern, J. N. Pidcock, 
Jr. had to get permission from seven 
different railroads to drive it all the way 
to Georgia.  The Pidcocks continued 
building north until the Panic of 1893 
stopped construction. 

ROCKAWAY VALLEY ENGINE #4 ON THE 
GEORGIA NORTHERN RAILWAY 

The halt in construction proved only temporary. On October 3, 1894, the Pidcocks bought 
the bankrupt B. & A., which in reality consisted only of a charter, since the railroad was 
never actually built. Until this time the Pidcocks had been operating without a charter. 
Now that they had one the name was officially changed from the Boston & Albany to the 
Georgia Northern Railway on November 22, 1894. With the legalities over, they then 
began building again. In 1895, the Georgia Northern reached Doerun, north of Moultrie. 
From Doerun, they started building a much improved grade profile, thanks to money 
from the state government, which decided to furnish funds to help build much needed 
transportation facilities throughout Georgia. These funds enabled the Pidcocks to upgrade 
their line and operate it more efficiently and profitably. 



The next community the Georgia Northern reached was Bridgeboro. There they had to 
cross the Gulfline Railroad, later named the Hawkinsville & Florida Southern. This 
crossing soon created a major disagreement between the two railroads. In order to 
continue building north, the Pidcocks got permission to “strait rail” across the Gulfline, 
but immediately after getting their equipment north of it, the Gulfline removed the strait 
rails so it could continue operation. This, of course, cut the Georgia Northern Railway in 
half. A rail crossing was built to fit into the tracks of both lines so 
each one could use the crossing, which the Gulfline, as the senior line, controlled. The 
crossing issue, 
however, continued to be a problem, one that Mr. Hargrett, the general manager of the 
Gulfline, and C. W. Pidcock, Sr. were unable to solve in a friendly manner. One morning 
C. W. Pidcock, Sr. received a telegram telling him to have his trains under full control as 
they approached the crossing because it had been removed. It was soon replaced but the 
matter was still not resolved. Finally, C. W. Pidcock decided to end the problem for good. 
He wired Mr. Hargrett, telling him that the crossing had been removed, 
hauled to Albany, and dumped into the Flint River. This made the crossing inoperable for 
either line. As a result, the dispute was finally settled and the two men became great 
friends, working together on many occasions. In the meantime, a makeshift crossing was 
constructed until the manufactured one could be removed from the Flint River and put 
back in place. 
 
… 
All of the Pidcock brothers took an active role in running the railroad. J. N. Pidcock, Sr. 
was the first president, serving from 1892 until his death in 1899. Between 1899 and 
1906, when C. W. Pidcock, Sr. assumed the position, the Georgia Northern presidency 
fluctuated between the brothers. One family tale says that this instability was due to 
Saturday night poker games; because money was so short, they used railroad stocks and 
bonds. Whoever came out ahead became the president for the next week. Whether the 
story is true or not, the fact remains that the presidency changed hands quite a few times. 
C. W. Pidcock, Sr., who must have been a great poker player, finally restored stability to 
the railroad, serving as president from January, 1906, until his death in December, 1935. 
His son, C. W. Pidcock, Jr. then became president until his death in January, 1961. The 
final president of the railroad was W. L. Pippin, Sr., who held the position from 1961 
until he became President Emeritus after the Southern Railway bought the Georgia 
Northern. 

 



CHARLES W. PIDCOCK, SR 

All of the Pidcock brothers took an active 
role in running the railroad. J. N. 
Pidcock, Sr. was the first president, 
serving from 1892 until his death in 
1899. Between 1899 and 1906, when C. 
W. Pidcock, Sr. assumed the position, the 
Georgia Northern presidency fluctuated 
between the brothers. One family tale 
says that this instability was due to 
Saturday night poker games; because 
money was so short, they used railroad 
stocks and bonds. Whoever came out 
ahead became the president for the next 
week. Whether the story is true or not, 
the fact remains that the presidency 
changed hands quite a few times.  

 
C. W. Pidcock, Sr., who must have been a great poker player, finally restored stability to 
the railroad, serving as president from January, 1906, until his death in December, 1935. 
His son, C. W. Pidcock, Jr. then became president until his death in January, 1961. The 
final president of the railroad was W. L. Pippin, Sr., who held the position from 1961 
until he became President Emeritus after the Southern Railway bought the Georgia 
Northern. 
 

 

Frank Ramsey Pidcock, Sr. served as 
vice-president of the line, becoming 
executive vice-president in December 
1921. In February 1961, be became 
Chairman of the Board, a post he held 
until his death in September 1962. As a 
child, he was quite a free spirit. Once, 
while still living in New Jersey, his 
father did not pay him the full amount of 
money that he had earned picking 
peaches. Swearing to get even, he and a 
friend took some octagon soap and 
greased the tracks of his father’s 
railroad, (the Rockaway Valley). They 
then stood on the platform and watched 
as the train failed to make the uphill 
grade, causing the passengers, many of 
whom were school teachers, to miss their 
connection with the main line to New 
York. Later, when he told 
his father who had greased the tracks, J. 
N. Pidcock, Sr. threw an ink well at him. 

FRANK R. PIDCOCK, SR. 
 



The Pidcocks were also involved in the industrialization of Moultrie. Both F. R. Pidcock, 
Sr. and C. W. Pidcock, Sr. were active in establishing the Moultrie Packing Company in 
1917, which was later sold to Swift & Company and continued to operate until 1987. 
Before the building was constructed, the directors met to open the bids for the 
construction of the plant, one of which came from the construction firm composed of F. 
R. Pidcock, Sr. and Gibbs Milligan. Just prior to the opening of the bids the telephone 
rang for F. R. Pidcock. Mr. Milligan, who stuttered very badly, was at the other end 
saying, “ttttaaakke our bid out!” When F. R. asked him why, he replied, “I fffooorrgot the 
bricks!” Fortunately, he was in time to get the bid removed. Had they won the bid they 
would have been liable for the cost of the bricks, and they knew a packing plant, quite a 
large building, would be built solely of bricks. 

The Georgia Northern Railway experienced its greatest expansion during the presidency 
of C. W. Pidcock, Sr., from January, 1906 to December, 1935. He was known as “the 
Builder” because under him the Georgia Northern acquired the Flint River and 
Northeastern Railroad (F.R. & N.E.) and the Georgia, Ashburn, Sylvester & Camilla 
Railway (G.A.S. & C. or the “Gas Line”). The G.A.S. & C. was also known as the “Gas 
& Cry”. These two properties were valuable feeder lines for the Georgia Northern. These 
three railroads became known as the “Pidcock Lines” and were successful throughout 
their operation. 

… 
In addition to being a great railroad builder, C. W. Pidcock, Sr. was not above using a 
little deception. When the Moultrie Packing Company was being considered for purchase 
by Swift & Company, Louis Swift came to Moultrie to negotiate the sale. In order to 
make it appear to be a fast and thriving meat packing plant, C. W. Pidcock had a switch 
engine at the plant moving cars in and out all day. Later that afternoon Mr. Swift came 
out and told C. W. that, “he could stop the damn engine now. I’ve bought the plant.” 

 
FIVE LOCOMOTIVES MARSHALLED AT PIDCOCK, GEORGIA 

 


